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Provisions concerning the treatment of prisoners of w ar are contained in the Hague Regulations of 1899 and 

1907. In the course of World War I they revealed several deficiencies as w ell as a lack of precision. Such defects 

w ere partly overcome by special agreements made betw een belligerents in Berne in 1917 and 1918. In 1921, the 

International Red Cross Conference held at Geneva expressed the w ish that a special convention on the 

treatment of prisoners of w ar be adopted. The International Committee of the Red Cross drew  up a draft 

convention w hich w as submitted to the Diplomatic Conference convened at Geneva in 1929. The Convention 

does not replace but only completes the provisions of the Hague regulations. The most important innovations 

consisted in the prohibition of reprisals and collective penalties, the organization of prisoners'w ork, the 

designation, by the prisoners, of representatives and the control exercised by protecting Pow ers. 

 

The 1929 Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War w as replaced by the third Geneva Convention 

of 12 August 1949 (Geneva Convention III). It is no longer in operation follow ing the universal acceptance of the 

Geneva Conventions of 1949. 
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